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ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



Sept.-Oct. 



ever the direct economic effect of the meeting, the 
nature of this organization shows the return to sane 
methods of international effort. States not members of 
the League participate on equal terms with States in the 
League. Government officials, bankers, and commercial 
men vote not as international groups, but as individuals. 
Decisions reached are to take simply the form of recom- 
mendations to the various governments. Thus they will 
be without binding force unless ratified by the nations 
to whom the recommendations are made. No Article X 
or XVI of the League of Nations here. The publicity 
seems complete. We have before us, therefore, a Hague 
Conference in miniature. Such a meeting will lead to 
other and still more important international conferences. 
The rational methods of handling international disputes 
approach. 



THE ATTITUDE OF FOREIGN LABOR 
TOWARD WAR 

IT now appears that the military wing of governments 
must reckon with organized forces of labor. Evi- 
dence of this accumulates. The war-making and peace- 
defining agencies of governments find themselves reckon- 
ing even with labor groups radical in their policies, bent 
upon extremism; but among practically all of the labor 
groups, especially abroad, military action in behalf of 
nationalism is openly and incorrigibly opposed. Owing 
to the conservative character of our people and to the 
control of our organized labor by "moderates," this 
newer aspect of anti-militarism has not taken concrete 
form in the United States; but statesmen abroad are 
facing the phenomenon with no little trepidation. 

The International Miners' Congress at its last con- 
ference decided to order a universal shut-down in pro- 
duction of fuel rather than have the masses undergo a 
repetition of the war experiences of 1914-18. 

British Government officials, expediting transmission 
of supplies to military opponents of the Eussian Soviet 
Government, have had their shipping operations blocked 
by the refusal of marine workers to handle the goods. 

German Government officials assenting, the transmis- 
sion of ships and supplies through the Kiel Canal has 
been checked by workers sympathizing more of less with 
Russia, refusing to let Poland be reinforced in a military 
way. 

British military operations in Ireland have been 
hampered by refusal of the transport workers to carry 
food and supplies to the troops and to the constabulary. 
British trades-unionism, by its peremptory notice, served 
on the Premier in August, forced him to moderate his 
Polish policy. 



In the Far East, Japan has begun to see that her 
proletariat will no longer show unquestioning loyalty 
to the throne or meek acceptance of conscription for 
national glory; and even in China the laboring classes, 
led by Chinese who were in Europe during the war and 
who caught the revolutionary disease, are now preparing 
to shape the national policy as well as to fight the 
strongly entrenched merchants' guilds. To no incon- 
siderable extent much of the delay in "composing" the 
world after the war that defeated Germany has been 
due to the fact that government negotiators have had 
to reckon with this new factor in peace-making. Old- 
fashioned statesmen have plotted and planned as if only 
they had to agree on boundaries, to parcel out territory, 
and to impose reparations. They have been taught 
since the armistice that there is a rapidly increasing 
proportion of Europe's and of Asia's population that will 
not fight to enforce these bargainings. Social recon- 
struction and abolition of war as a method of settling 
disputes interest the workers there more than the preser- 
vation or extension of political entities. The first nation 
candidly to recognize this epoch-marking change and ad- 
just its ethics and its administrative and its diplomatic 
technique to the fact will be the first to emerge from the 
ruck of the present turmoil and to get started on the 
way to economic rehabilitation, to internal peace, and 
to friendly relations with the rest of the world. 



THE PASSING OF BULLETS AND 
MONISM 

Dueing the war, more American boys were killed 
and wounded by gas than by bullets. This terrible 
means of destruction was particularly effective in sur- 
prise attacks. We are now told by our War Department 
that of 266,112 admissions to the American hospitals 
in Prance, 88,980 were due to gas. This number is 
33.4 per cent, while our casualties from gunshot missiles 
were 32 per cent, shrapnel 15.2 per cent, shell 8 per cent, 
1,156 being wounded by hand-grenades and 245 by 
bayonets. Furthermore, we are told that these figures 
are true in spite of the fact that the Germans often ran 
short of gas. On the other hand, at the time of the 
Armistice we of the United States had one chlorine 
plant capable of manufacturing from ten to fifteen times 
as much gas as the Germans were able to make alto- 
gether. If the war had continued, we would have had 
enough gas to overwhelm the enemy in every battle. 
Thus, if wars are to continue, we must adjust our minds 
to the fact that our boys will go down not because of 
bullets, shells, and the like, but because of asphyxiating 



